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in public or in private ? " Becket said he cared not. " In
private, then," said Fitzurse. The monks thought afterwards
that Fitzurse had meant to kill the archbishop where he sat.
If the knights had entered the palace, thronged as it was with
men, with any such intention, they would scarcely have left 5
their swords behind them. The room was cleared, and a
short altercation followed, of which nothing is known save
that it ended speedily in high words on both sides. Becket
called in his clergy again, his lay servants being excluded, and
bade Fitzurse go on. " Be it so," Sir Eeginald said, " Listen 10
then to what the king says. When the peace was made, he
put aside all his complaints against you. He allowed you to
return, as you desired, free to your see. You have now added
contempt to your other offences. You have broken the treaty.
Your pride has tempted you to defy your lord and master to 15
your own sorrow. You have censured the bishops by whose
ministration the prince was crowned. You have pronounced
an anathema against the king's ministers, by whose advice he
is guided hi the management of the Empire. You have made
it plain that if you could you would take the prince's crown 20
from him. Your plots and contrivances to attain your ends
are notorious to all men. Say, then, will you attend us to
fehe king's presence, and there answer for yourself ? For this
we are sent."
The archbishop declared that he had never wished any hurt 25
to the prince.    The king had no occasion to be displeased if
crowds came about him in the towns and cities after they had
been so long deprived of his presence.    If he had done any
wrong he would make satisfaction, but he protested against
being suspected of intentions which had never entered his 30
mind.
Fitzurse did not enter into an altercation with him, but
continued: " The king commands further that you and your
clerks repair without delay to the young king's presence, and
swear allegiance, and promise to amend your faults ".             35